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Air.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1956. 

The  vital  statistics  show  the  usual  wi.de  variations  which  fre¬ 
quently  occur  in  dealing  with  small  numbers.  No  significance  is  to  be 
placed  on  these  fluctuations.  The  general  health  of  the  community 
continued  to  be  satisfactory.  No  further  progress  has  been  possible 
on  slum  clearance  or  sewerage  schemes. 

I  should  like  to  thank  the  Council  and  Staff  for  their  help 
during  the  year,  and  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RESD. 


1.  STATISTICS 
General  Statistic s 


Area  in  Acres  3?  343 

Estimated  Ivlid  Year  Population  2,890 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  970 

Rateable  Value  £29 , 894 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  £125. 

Comparability  Factors 

(a)  Births  0.97 

(b)  Deaths  0.84 


Vital  Stat ;istics 


Live  Births 

Number  _of  Live  Births  Registered,  1956 


Male . 

Female 

Total. 

Legitimate 

29 

31 

60 

Illegitimate 

— 

2 

2 

29 

33 

62 

Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  population 

21.1 

Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  population  England  &  Wales 

13.7 

Stillbirths  No  stillbirths  were  recorded  in  1956° 
Infant  Deaths  There  were  no  infant  deaths  in  1956. 
Deaths 

Number  of  Deaths  Regi .stered,  1956 


Male 

Female 

Total 

1 6 

12 

28 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  pc  Dilation  9° 5 

Death  Rato  per  1,000  population  England  &  Wales  11.7 
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Distribution  of  Deaths 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Heart  Disease 

8 

5 

13 

Cerebro  Vascular  Diseases 

1 

6 

7 

Respiratory  Diseased 

1 

1 

2 

Cancer 

— 

— 

— 

Accident 

2 

2 

Other  Causes 

4 

- 

4 

16 

12 

28 

IIo  GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH.  SERVICES 

Hospital  Service 

The  Urban  District  continues  to  be  served  principally  by  the 
Royal  Cornwall  Infirmary  in  Truro  and  the  East  Cornwall  Hospital  in 
Bodmin.  The  maternity  unit  is  situated  in  Redruth.  An  Ante-natal 
and  gynaecological  out-patients  clinic  was  available  in  Wadeb ridge . 

County  Council  Services 


Ambulance  Service 

There  were  no  changes  in  the  County  Council’s  arrangements  for 
conveying  patients  to  and  from  hospital.  Ambulance  coverage  was  adequate 
throughout  the  year. 

Infant  Welfare  Centre 


The  Infant  Yfelfare  Centre  held  in  the  Church  Rooms  was  held  at 
fortnightly  intervals  and  the  average  attendance  was  18. 

Home  Nursing  and  Midwifery 

The  Urban  District  was  adequately  supplied  by  two  District  Nurses, 
both  undertaking  midwifery,  home  nursing  and  health  visiting,  one  living 
in  Padstow  and  one  in  St.  Merryn. 

Immunisations  and  vaccinations 

The  combined  prophylactic  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and 
tetanus  was  exclusively  used  throughout  the  year.  The  immunisation  rate 
was  approximately  the  same  as  in  1955-  immunisation  against  poliomye¬ 
litis  was  commenced  in  May  and  June,  when  a  small  proportion  of  children 
whose  parents  requested  inoculation  were  immunised. 

Home  Help  Service 

Domestic  help  was  provided  through  the  County  Council's  service  on 
a  small  scale.  No  permanent  Home  Help  Organiser  is  available  in  the 
district  and  the  supply  has  to  be  arranged  from  Wadebridge. 

III.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 


Water  Supply 

The  towns  supply  gave  water  of  satisfactory  bacteriological 
quality  during  the  year.  Supplementary  supplies  were  obtained  from  the 
Wadebridge  De  Lank  Main. 


. 
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Date 

4.1.56 

9.1.56 

7.3.56 

27.4.56 

7.6.56 

24.9.56 

11.10.56 

31.10.56 

17.12.56 


Prob iable  Ooliform 
18 


Probable  Faecal  Ooli 
3 


The  single  unsatisfactory  sample  resulted  from  the  chlorinator 
plant  becoming  empty  as  a  result  of  a  mains  burst. 


No  extensions  or  alterations  were  made  to  the  towns  sewerage  system. 


Refuse  -Collection 

The  Credis  dump  continued  in  use  during  the  year.  The  site  was 
moderately  controlled  and  caused  sporadic  complaint  from  the  neighbouring 
farm.  The  volume  of  refuse  increases  greats  during  the  summer  months 
and  the  considerable  saving  in  the  cost  of  disposal  could  be  achieved  if 
the  large  quantities  of  paper  waste  were  burned  at  home. 


Sanitary  Inspection 


Summary._o.f_Yi  sits 


Housing 

14 

Food  Premises 

7 

Other  Prerrd.se  s 

23 

Milk  and  Dairies 

6 

Sewerage 

13 

Caravan  Sites 

1 

Food  and  Drugs 

7 

71 

IV.  FOOD 

Pood  Premises 


The  number  of  shops  handling  food  in  the  district  are  as  follows 

Bakers  4 

Grocers  11 


G- re  engr  ocor  s 

Butchers 

Fishmongers 

Cafes 

Hotels 


5 

3 


7 

17 


All  these  premises  were  visited  to 
relation  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 « 
indicating  the  standards  to  be  achieved. 


determine  their  standards  in 
Pamphlets  were  distributed 


Milk  Distributors 

Milk  is  distributed  by  7  retailor s.  During  1956  numerous  complaints 
were  received  during  the  summer  time  of’  souring  of  milk  and  of  dirty 
bottles.  These  points  were  taken  up  directly  with  the  Factory  concerned 
and  improvements  obtained. 


' 
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Slaughter  Houses 

There  are  no  slaughter  houses  in  the  district.  Condemned  food 
is  disposed  of  on  the  Council's  refuse  dump.  The  amount  is  small  and 
almost  invariably  tinned. 

V,  FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 

Registered  premises  were  inspected  and  no  complaints  were 
received.  No  outworkers  were  registered  during  1955* 

VI.  HOUSING 

No  houses  were  built  by  the  Council  during  1956  and.  no  action 
was  taken  under  Section  11,  Housing  Act,  19 56. 

VII.  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES, 

Notified  infectious  diseases  during  1956  were:- 

Measles  96 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  2 

Nearly  all  the  cases  of  measles  occurred  in  the  first  quarter  of 
the  year.  The  disease  was  mild  with  few  complications  and  no  deaths. 
Contacts  of  the  two  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  X.  Rayed, 
tuberculin  tested  and  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  as  required. 

In  March  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  Bodmin  and  children 
from  Pads  tow  School  in  their  14th  year  were  X.  Rayed.  Tuberculin 
testing  and  vaccination  with  B.C.G.  was  also  carried  out  on  this  group. 


